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the cause for which we were fighting, so effectively had
they imbibed the British tradition of freedom and justice.
The war had many far-reaching repercussions on the Colonial
peoples both throughout Africa and elsewhere, and these
peoples rightly expect to play their part in the permanent
world settlement certainly in so far as it affects the future of
their own countries. For this reason alone, it would seem of
the highest importance that the peoples both of the British
Commonwealth and of the United States should understand
the issues involved, and these, I venture to think, can best
be grasped through a knowledge of the British Colonial
system and policy in its present development and its aims
for the future.
On all these grounds, I felt constrained, after my return
to England, and in default of any better attempt to fill the
gap, to make the necessary time to write this little book. First
published here in 1942 and later in America, it was offered
in all diffidence not only to our own people who are directly
responsible for the future welfare of the British Colonies, but
also to the American public in the belief that our affairs in
the future, perhaps not least in the Colonial field, are likely
to be, as Mr. Winston Churchill put it, "increasingly and
inextricably mixed up together." Both British and American
editions being soon exhausted, this opportunity has been
taken to bring the subject up to date.
Within the limits of a book of this kind, intended for
general reading, it is naturally not possible to tell the story
of the British Colonial Empire in more than brief outline,
for a full history would obviously need a bulky volume or
series of volumes. As a guide to further study, therefore, I
have made a special feature of the Bibliography, which is,
I believe, the first of its kind to be compiled. It is not of
course exhaustive, but I hope it may be found to contain
references to every source of further information which any